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WHILE THE ORIGIN OF BLACK OX |S TOLD IN THREE VOLS OF THESE COLOR 
EDITIONS, THE OVERALL STORY STARTS EARLIER THAN THAT. THOUGH IT FEELS WE 
ARE PICKING UP IN THE MIDDLE OF THE NARRATIVE, YOKOYAMA (OR THE PLIBLISHER?) 
CHOSE THIS BOOK AS THE ACTUAL STARTING POINT FOR THE BLACK OX CHAPTER. 


THEREFORE, HERE |S A VERY BRIEF RECAP OF WHAT HAS GONE ON BEFORE... 


AFTER MEETING A "FRANKENSTEIN'S MONSTER" IN A 
JAIL CELL, THE GANGSTER BOSS THRILL SUSPENSE USES 
THE MONSTER TO BREAK OUT OF PRISON. 


THRILL ESCAPES TO MADARA ROCKS, AN ISLAND WHERE THE AIC 
MONSTER'S CREATOR, DR. FRANKEN, HAS A LABORATORY AND [I By 
KEEPS THE SECRETS OF BRINGING THE DEAD BACK TO il) 
LIFE HIDDEN LINDER THE SEA. tly 


THRILL SUSPENSE FORCES DR. FRANKEN TO WORK ON BACCHUS, 

A ROBOT BIGGER AND STRONGER THAN TETSUJIN 28. BUT THE 

GANGSTERS KILL DR. FRANKEN, AND UNKNOWINGLY CALISE THE 
NEW ROBOT TO EXPLODE... 


| HAVING CHASED THE MONSTER AND THRILL 
SUSPENSE TO MADARA ROCKS, SHOTARO & CHIEF 
OTSUKA \NVESTIGATE THE GREAT EXPLOSION... 
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MADARA ROCKS... 
THERE WAS A HUGE EXPLOSION 
HERE DUE TO THE STRUGGLE 
BETWEEN DR. FRANKEN, WHO 
COULD BRING THE DEAD BACK 
TO LIFE, AND THE GANGSTER 
THRILL SUSPENSE. 
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THE POLICE HAVE SENT OLIT 
AN INVESTIGATION TEAM 
TO DETERMINE THE CAUSE 


THERE'S 
ANOTHER BODY 
OVER HERE! 


THIS IS THE 


THRILL SUSPENSE! 


APPARENTLY, THE 
DOCTOR AND THE 


{OTHERS WERE ALL 


BLOWN TO PIECES 


WHAT IN 
THE WORLD 
COULD HAVE 
CAUSED THE 
EXPLOSION? 


HEY, HOW'D 
IT GO DOWN 


THERE'S “THE 
MONSTER"! 


WHATEVER IT WAS, 
THIS WAS AN 
AMAZING EXPLOSION 


; OKAY, THEN 
VM NOT WE WILL 
GONNA NEED TO 


DO IT ALL 
BY MYSELF aie i 


ALRIGHT. LET'S 
BRING MORE 
DIVERS TOMORROW 
AND SEE WHAT 
WE CAN FIND OLIT 


( THAT'S IT 
y FOR TODAY 
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THERE’S A 
GRAVEYARD DOWN 
THERE ON THE 
SEA BED 


YEAH, HUH | DIDN'T 
THERE'S REALIZE IT 
WAS THAT 


OKAY THAT'S 
IT FOR NOW... 


CHIEF, IF YOU SEARCH ; 

THERE, YOU MIGHT FIND THAT'S Bey 

SOMETHING ELSE OF A SURPRISE! 
GREAT VALUE... 


A GRAVEYARD 
ON THE OCEAN 


a” 
ANYWAY, GOOD 
LUCK AND I'LL . 
BE WATCHING THE 5 BRINGING THE | HEAR THAT DR. 
RESULTS UNFOLD. ; DEAD BACK TO FRANKEN WAS QUITE 
| 4 LIFE IS SOMETHING THE SCIENTIST 
NO ORDINARY PERSON 
COULD POSSIBLY DO. 


SLEEP WELL TONIGHT 
SHOTARO, WE'VE 
GOT A LONG DAY 

AHEAD OF US. 


I'M TIRED... AND ALL 
WE HAVE TO DO IS FIND 
A GRAVEYARD AT THE 
BOTTOM OF THE OCEAN 
TOMORROW AND THEN 

THE CASE IS OVER 


FOR THE FIRST 
TIME IN A LONG 
TIME I'M GOING 
TO FALL RIGHT 
TO SLEEP 


| WONDER 
WHAT TIME 


| REALLY 
SLEPT 
THROUGH 

THE WHOLE 


THE CHIEF 
WILL BE 
WAITING 


YIKES! IT’S 
12 O'CLOCK! I'M 


ay a 
® pat, 
gai 


OKAY LET'S 
GET GOING! 
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WELL, NOW 
| THINK WE CAN 
GET GOING 


HELLO! 
THANK YOU! 
CHIEF! WE'VE 
BEEN EXPECTING 


WE'VE GOT 


\ EVERYONE 
WE NEED 
FOR DIVING? 


~ | CAN SEE 
F THE ROCKS! 
' ’ e ~ 
= =<sesan. Il 
Zt tS=0o =) amy) 
t Seat hey . p. eS), S 
5 == — is ae! 4 
ke} a 
v _- > 


“ 


> S “ : 
é 
io 
Vw 
G on ~ ws no >— *y 4 
x = PP —— ps ( hrs v 
/ ts 
v' S 
aut 
hee : 
Se © 
nt = aw LOH 2, 
eo WEE \ S A 
a “WY : | 
~ = / 
> ¥ v 
P 
: se . 
‘ea’ st 
3 y y, 
v AY 
‘ “aN \ 
Vi) ee LM I 
mV VY nif juss Z yV ‘ 
j 14 i. — 5 P ll 
Serre OE ; y 
P< 1 — Nn NV 
et. a o ‘ 
a ey - 2 = a *, 1} ‘ 
\ a 
\ Of 
eo 
oe 
/ > 
$i 
xe 
ie) 
t ) 
i = if, bm 
1 + > 
io 
i RO 
a 1 ke 
7 q j a: 4 
- a an ; ay i, 


THERE’S AN UNDERWATER 
GRAVEYARD DOWN THERE. 
| WANT YOU TO DIG AROUND 
AND IF YOU FIND ANYTHING 
BRING IT UP TO ME. 


| WONDER 
WHAT COULD 
BE IN A GRAVE- 
YARD UNDER 


OH YES, THIS IS 
WHAT I'D CALL AN 
UNDERWATER 
GRAVEYARD 


THESE HAVE 
BEEN DUG 
UP ALREADY 


HUH... 
THEY DON’T 
HAVE ANY- 


oe 


ALL OF EM! f ) ee 
'M TELLING YOU, C WHAT? 


I'S BEEN 71 (REALLY? pei 
THOROUGHLY ‘ a GRAVES HAVE 
CLEANED OLIT q y ALREADY BEEN 

DUG OUT 
. s=- ; <a 
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| DON'T THINK SO... 
SOMEONE KNOWS MAYBE IT WAS 
SOMETHING ABOUT JUST SOMEONE 


DR. FRANKEN’S RANDOMLY DIGGING 
HIDDEN SECRETS... AROUND? 


$0 THAT AVENUE OF 
INFORMATION IS NOW 
A DEAD END, AND THAT'S 
IT. CORRECT? 


IT WAS 
A ROBOT? 


| HEAR THE 
GRAVEYARD 
HAS ALREADY 
BEEN EXCAVATED 


BECAUSE WHEN | 
DISSECTED “THE 
MONSTER” | WAS 
AMAZED AT HOW 
BRILLIANT THE 
MECHANISMS WERE 


| WAS HOPING 
WE'D FIND OUT 


THAT MACHINE IS 
WHAT BROUGHT 
HIM BACK TO LIFE 


ONLY DR. FRANKEN WOULD 
KNOW HOW TO INSTALL IT 


WHEN | DISSECTED 
HIM | FOUND A MACHINE 
ABOUT THIS BIG 


SO... IF WE 
INSTALL THAT MACHINE 
INSIDE OF THEM, IT'LL 
BRING PEOPLE BACK 


wag FROM THE DEAD? 
a, 
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WELL, MORE LIKE 
HALF HUMAN, 
HALF ROBOT 


| DON’T KNOW HOW 
THE MACHINE WORKS... 
IT'S TOO COMPLICATED. 

BUT | DO KNOW IT'S 

AN AMAZING DEVICE 
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UGH, | CAN'T WAIT 
TO GET OUTTA HERE. 
THIS PLACE IS TOO 
CREEPY 


GOOD, 
LET'S GET 
HIM OUT 
OF HERE 
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Mw, 


HEY, WHAT THE 
HELL ARE YOu 


ft A HERE? 


WHO THE THERE'S NO 

HELL ARE AUTOPSY Re 70 
YOU? TAKE SCHEDULED PERFORM 
OFF YOUR FOR THIS TIME 


WE NEED TO 
HURRY, LET'S 
GET HIM OUT OF 
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HELLO? 
THIS IS 
SHOTARO 
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THEN OUT OF 
NOWHERE, THEY 
ATTACKED ME! 


HMM, 
SO IT WAS A 
COUPLE OF GUYS 
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OH, 
SHOTARO 


SHOTARO, | THINK 


THERE'S A CONNECTION 
BETWEEN THIS 
BODY SNATCHING 
AND THE UNDERSEA 
GRAVEYARD 


THEY WERE 
VERY CARE- 


we il 
ANYTHING 

CORPSE TAKEN? 

OF DR. 

FRANKEN 


| HEARD 
THE BODY OF 
DR. FRANKEN 

HAS BEEN 

STOLEN! 


cd 
@o WIRED 


APPARENTLY. 

AND HIS BODY 
WAS THE ONLY 
THING TAKEN! 


NOT A SINGLE 
FOOTPRINT OR 
FINGERPRINT 


THIS PART 
ATTACHES 
TO THE 


WILL HE 
ACTUALLY 
COME BACK 
TO LIFE? 


I'M FINALLY 
ALL RIGHT. DONE. I'VE 
FLIP THE NEVER TRIED 
SWITCH A SURGERY 
LIKE THIS 
BEFORE 


60 IT WAS AH! HIS 


A SUCCESS? HEART IS 
STARTING 


TO BEAT! 
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SO THESE 
RECORDS 
ARE TRUE 


YOU'VE BEEN 
BROUGHT BACK NO NEED TO 
TO LIFE, BASED FEAR. YOU ARE 
ON YOUR OWN NOT IN HELL 
RECORDS . 


HMM 


THERE MUST 
BE... SOME KIND 
OF... CATCH. 


I'LL TAKE 
CARE OF 
EVERYTHING 


WE WERE SAD TO 
SEE THE LOSS OF 
SUCH A BRILLIANT 
SCIENTIST LIKE 
YOURSELF 


YOU CAN RELAX 
AND UNWIND 


S0 | CAN DO 
WHATEVER | 


WHY DID You 
BRING ME BACK 
TO LIFE? 


THE ONLY THING WE 
HAVE IN MIND IS TO LET 
YOU DO THE TYPE OF 
RESEARCH YOU WANT 


HEY 
SHOTARO! 


| WONDER WHERE 
THEY TOOK DR. 
FRANKEN 


ARE YOU AWAKE? 


HOW ARE YOU 
FEELING? 


Al... IT’S BEEN WOULD YOU LIKE 
A WHILE SINCE I'VE TO TAKE A LOOK 
BEEN OUT IN THE OUTSIDE? 


FEELING 
MUCH 


| CAN SMELL THE 

OCEAN BREEZE. 

WE'RE CLOSE TO 
THE OCEAN 


BY THE WAY, 
WHAT ARE 
YOU DOING 


REALLY, THEN 
WHY ARE YOU 
SNOOPING AROUND 
ME LIKE THIS? 


| STILL DON'T 
KNOW WHAT 
YOU'RE UP TO 


HE'S GOT 
SHARP EYES 
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THERE’S NO 
PARTICULAR 
PURPOSE 


SUCH A 


BEAUTIFUL 


GARDEN 


AND THERE'S 
SOMEONE 
OUT THERE 
SPYING ON 


THIS IS YOUR 
LABORATORY 


HMM. 
INTERESTING. 
LET'S GO IN 


HE WILL TELL 
YOU ABOLIT IT 
AT DINNER 


YOU'RE LOOKING 
VERY WELL. 
I'M GLAD YOU 

ARE FEELING 


YOU ARE A 


BY THE WAY, 
OH | HAVE 'D LIKE TO 


BRILLIANT SCIENTIST NO DOUBT We ASK YOU A 
DR. FRANKEN FAVOR, DOCTOR 


THERE'S JUST A GREAT SCIENTIST WHOSE | MEAN, YOU'VE BUILT 
ONE THING I'D MADE INVENTION AFTER A MACHINE WHICH CAN 

LIKE YOU TO INVENTION THAT WOULD BRING THE iss BACK 
MAKE FOR ME HAVE CAUSED A SENSATION TO LIFE. 


OT RLD/ I'M LOOKING AT YOu 
IF ANNOUNCED TO THE WORLD WITH AMAZEMENT! 


WHAT IS IS? 

THAT CAN WHAT DO 

THINK YOU WANT 
FROM ME? 


IT’S FUN JUST THINKING 
ABOUT A ROBOT WHO'S 
STRONGER THAN TETSUJIN 
AND ALSO THINKS LIKE 
A MAN! 


YOU BUILT BACCHUS AND NONSENSE! 

“THE MONSTER”. YOU ‘ YOU CAN'T 

ARE THE ONE WHO MAKE SUCH 
CAN MAKE THIS A THING 


HMM... i 
A ROBOT THAT I'M WILLING TO 
AS A SCIENTIST IS STRONGER THAN ‘ GIVE UP ALL 
I'M FASCINATED TETSUJIN AND CAN . OF MY MONEY 
BY THE IDEA THINK AS WELL \ TO COMPLETE IT! 


PAWS Ts 


YEAH, THIS WHAT DO 
IS INTERESTING. YOU THINK? 
LET'S DO IT WILL YOU 


LET'S ALL 
WORK HARD 
FOR DR. 
FRANKEN! 


LET'S TAKE A 
CLOSER LOOK 
AT THAT 
UNDERWATER 
GRAVEYARD 


SHOTARO, I’M 
SORRY BUT | 
CAN'T FIND 
ANY CLUES 


ALL RIGHT! LET'S Le "LL GO BACK 
HURRY AND COLLECT / ¥ £7 WITH THEM 
THE DIVING TEAM sir. THIS TIME 


wey 


VM) de 


J 
or 


vi 


| HOPE WE 
CATCH SOME 
REAL CLUES 

THIS TIME 


GREAT! NOW 
MAKE SURE 
TO CLOSELY 
INVESTIGATE 
THOSE GRAVES 


OH NO! HIS 
AIR HOSE HAS 
BEEN CUT! 
EVERYONE! 
HIDE AMONG 
THE ROCKS! 


IT'S TRYING TO 
SEE IF HE HAD 
COMPANY 
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2 IT'S TRAINED RIGHT 
SHOTARO, | THINK : : ON US BLIT IT'S NOT 
YOU'D BETTER CONTACT | BB [e) DOING ANYTHING 
THE CHEIF! oY 


WE'RE GETTING r- OTA ee 0. ALL RIGHT, GIVE 
THE SIGNAL THE CHIEF THE 
FOR DANGER! | [ime DANGER SIGNAL 


WEIRD, THE 
IT'S DEFINITELY HOSE |S JERKIN 


MORSE CODE! AROUND LIKE 
IT'S SENDING 


KEEP THE ENGINE IT’S SAYS THERE'S "6.0.5. $.0.S. 
RUNNING... BE READY SOMETHING DOWN THERE'S A CHARIOT- 
TO TAKE OFF AT ON THE SEA FLOOR LIKE OBJECT DIGGING 
A MOMENT'S WITH THEM! ON THE SEA FLOOR” 


IT LOOKS 
LIKE THE 


CHIEF GOT 
IT DOESN'T SEEM MY MESSAGE 


TO BE TRYING 
ANYTHING 
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IF IT STARTS TO DO 
ANYTHING STRANGE 
OR THREATENING, 
EVERYONE MUST 
SCATTER AT 
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AROUND WHILE OTHERS 
SNUCK UP ON US! 


ONE OF 


OF HERE! 
US HAS TO SURVIVE! 


EVERYONE GET OUT 


PULL EM WE NEED TO 


eer ae GET THEM UP 


YOU CAN! 


EVERYONE OUT OF THERE'S A MACHINE DOWN WHAT'S 


THE WATER AND THEN THERE AND FROGMEN WHO HAPPENING? 


WE'LL TAKE IT FROM - , 
THERE! ARE TRYING TO KILL US! 


SHOTARO, ALL RIGHT! 
PLEASE FETCH LET'S GET 
TETSUJIN FOR OUTTA HERE! 

ME 


YOU MIGHT SHOW UP 

UNDER THE SEA, BUT 

I'LL KNOCK YOU OUT 
WITH TETSUJIN 


UGH 
THIS IS 
TERRIBLE 
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BUT WHY DID THE IMPORTANT 
THEY DO THIS THING IS THAT 
YOU ARE OKAY 


AH! IT LOOKS 
LIKE THERE'S 
MORE PEOPLE 
TO FISH OUT 
OF THE WATER 


WHAT ARE WE GONNA 
DO NOW? ARE WE 
GOING TO DIE IN 
THIS PLACE? 


THEY'RE CHECKING 
TO SEE IF WE DIED 
IN THE EXPLOSION 
AND FINISH THE 


CHIEF! | LOST TETSUJIN'S 
CONTROLLER WHEN THE 
EXPLOSION HAPPENED! 


THEY PROBABLY 
DIDN'T WANT TO 
BE DISCOVERED 
DIGGING UP 
WHATEVER IT 
IS THEY'RE AFTER 


AND MY PISTOL 
IS SOAKED IN 
SEA WATER 


WE'LL HAVE TO BE 
CAUTIOUS CHIEF. THIS 
PLACE SEEMS VERY 
IMPORTANT TO 
THOSE MEN 


ISN'T THERE SOME 
WAY TO LET THE 
POLICE KNOW WE 

ARE HERE? 


IF ONLY WE : 5 HOw 
HAD SOMETHING CAUTIOUS 
WE COULD FIGHT OF THEM 

THEM WITH 


HMM... 
THEY'RE 
GOING BACK 


THERE'S NO 
WAY A SHIP 
WOULD JUST 
HAPPEN UPON 
US HERE. 


THEY MIGHT 
SHOW UP 


THERE'S BUT HOW 


NOTHING ELSE ARE WE 
WE CAN DO SUPPOSED 


BUT GO TO DO 
DIVE FOR 


IF IT’S OKAY WITH 
YOU, WE'LL GO! 
WE'RE EXPERIENCED 
DIVERS! 


THAT'S IT... 
WE NEED TO FIND 
TETSUJIN’S 
CONTROL BOX 


WE HAVE 
TO GIVE 


IT DOES LOOK 
REALLY CHILLY 
*SHIVER* 


I CAN'T TELL YOU HOW 
COMFORTING IT WOULD 
BE TO HAVE TETSUJIN 
ON HAND AT A TIME 
LIKE THIS. 


BUT IF WE 
DON'T DO 
SOMETHING, 
We'LL DIE 
RIGHT HERE 


ALL RIGHT. 
LET'S GO 
FIND IT! 


PHEW... 


MY BODY IS . \ HUFF HUFF! 
STARTING TO y ; BRRR... PAINFUL! 


I'M 
SURE THOSE 
MEN WILL 
COME UP 
SHOTARO 


THEY'RE STILL 
ALIVE! 
DON'T LET THEM 
ESCAPE! 


WHOA! 
TETSUIIN 
HAS ACTIVATED! 


THIS MUST 
MEAN SOME- 
THING HAS 
HAPPENED TO 
SHOTARO OR 
THE CHIEF! 


HEADING 
souTH, > 

TOWARD 
THE SEA 


COMMAND CENTER 
RIGHT AWAY! | 
WANT HIM TRACKED 
ON RADAR! 


fe REPORT TO THE 


SHOTARO! 
DO SOMETHING! 


STILL NO 
SIGN OF 


SHOTARO, THEY'RE 
HAVE YOU SEEN COMING 
TETSUJIN THIS 


WAY 
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ag th ces 


LET'S GO 
ASHORE AND 
TAKE THEM 


THEY'RE 
GONNA COME 


CHIEF! | 
JUST SAW 
TETSUJIN! 


DON'T LET 
THEM GET 
AWAy! 


WHO THE 
HELL ARE 
YOU PEOPLE? 


NOW TAKE 
OFF THAT MASK 
AND LET ME SEE 

YOUR FACE! 


MESSING 
AROUND. 
YOU CAN'T 
JUST SIT 
AND NOT 


WHAT ARE 
YOU WAITING 
FOR? TAKE 


( , / i's okay 
ies RIZE ? SHOTARO. 


> KEEP ON EM 
WITH TETSUSIN 


AS SOON AS YOU 
SEE THAT FROGMANI 
AGAIN, YOU CAN 
SMACK HIM WITH 
TETSUJIN! 


TETSUJIN HAS 
ARRIVED! DON'T 
GO TO THE SURFACE 
UNLESS YOU WANNA 
GET KILLED! 


THIS IS BAD... IF 
WE LET THEM GO 
WE WON'T BE ABLE 
TO CONTINUE WORKING 
HERE. 


WHAT DO WE DO? 
WE NEED A GOOD PLAN! 
IF WE DON'T FIGURE 
SOMETHING OLIT 
WE'RE GONNA GET 
YELLED AT! 


THEY WON'T COME 


SHOTARO, 
OUT BECAUSE Z 
TETSUJIN IS THEY'RE NOT 


UP HERE COMING OUT 


THOSE BUBBLES. = 

THAT'S GOT TO BE is WHAT IS IT 

WHERE THE FROG- SHOTARO? 
MEN ARE ; 


CHIEF, THERE’S 
A WHOLE BUNCH 
OF THESE GUYS 
JUST WAITING 
UNDER THE 
SURFACE 


HEY THERE'S 
MORE OF THOSE 
AREAS BUBBLING 


ALL RIGHT, 
TETSUIIN 
IS GOING IN! 
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HA HA HA! 


NOW THEY WON'T 
BE ABLE TO GET ANY- 
WHERE NEAR US! 


LOOK! 
THERE'S 
TETSUJIN 
FLYING 


HURRY UP! 
THAT MUST BE 
WHERE THE CHIEF 
AND SHOTARO 


THANK Hey! 
GOODNESS! ! SHIP AHOy! 


SHIP AHoy! 


HOW DID you 
KNOW WE 
WERE HERE? 


YOU'VE COME 
TO SAVE Us! 
WE FOLLOWED 
TETSUJIN WITH 


WE HAVE TO BE ALERT 
OUR SHIP WAS AS THERE ARE A GROUP 
BLOWN UP By OF FROGMEN LURKING 


THOSE MEN BELOW AT THE UNDER- 
SEA GRAVEYARD 


ALL RIGHT, 
LET'S FALL 
BACK FOR NOW. 
LET'S GET AWAY 
FROM MADARA 


\ ROCKS! 
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KEEP AN EYE OUT 
WITH THE SONAR 
AND LET ME KNOW IF 
ANYTHING HAPPENS 
ON THE SEA BOTTOM 


CAPTAIN! 

A RESCUE SHIP 
HAS ARRIVED FOR 
THE CHIEF AND 
HIS CREW! 


WE'RE GOING TO SET 
OFF A TIME BOMB ON 
THAT SHIP JUST LIKE 
WE DID WITH THE 

CHIEF'S SHIP! 


THEY WON'T SIR! IM HEARING 
GET AWAY IT'S THOSE 
OF SCREWDRIVER 
‘oer Te DAMN FROG= Sart AT THE 
MEN AGAIN! BOTTOM OF OUR 


| DON’T KNOW 
IF THERE’S ANY- 
THING WE CAN 

DO ABOUT IT. 


WE'RE NO 
MATCH FOR 


SIR, WHAT 
ARE WE 
GOING TO 


Po 4 


TAKE THEM OUT 
WHEN THEY REACH 
THE HARBOR 


DON'T LET 
ANY OF THEM 


SO WHAT 
ABOUT SHOTARO 
AND THE CHIEF? 


GRRRR! 


IT'LL BE ANOTHER 
30 MINUTES BEFORE, 
THEY GET THERE 


NOW, CONTACT 
THE MEN AT 
THE PORT 


THEY FOUND YOU 
WORKING ON IT?? 


WE CAN'T WIN 
AGAINST SOME- 
THING LIKE 
TETSUJIN 


WHY DIDN'T 
YOu KILL 
THEM? 


SHOTARO AND 
THE OTHERS 
HAVEN'T 
REACHED 
PORT YET 


WE CAN'T AFFORD 
TO HAVE THE POLICE 
INTERFERING IN 
OUR PLANS 
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HEH HEH 


/ 
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I'VE GOT TO GET 
BACK AND MAKE 
A REPORT ON 


60 


GIVE ME 
A HAND 
PLEASE! 


COME ON SHOTARO.| } WHAT THE 


WE'RE HERE TO . HELL ARE ae ane 


SHOULDER 


STRAIGHTEN YOU ~ THEY DOING? 


COME ON! 
NOW'S THE 
TIME TO 


TAKE ACTION! 


UGH! WE 
CAN'T LET 
THE SECRET 


Za x B Hit 


YOU SHOULD CALL THE 
POLICE IMMEDIATELY AND 
ASK FOR ASSISTANCE! 


AH, HERE 
COME THE 
REINFORCEMENTS 


AND THIS MAN MIGHT PLEASE GET 
NOW BE A TARGET. SO GET THE CHIEF TO 
HIM INTO CUSTODY AND TAKE THE HOSPITAL 

THE NECESSARY IMMEDIATELY 
PRECAUTIONS 
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WHAT DO 


YOU MEAN 1 
YOU FAILED ARE CHIEF OTSUKA 


TO GET ) AND SHOTARO... 
THEM?! ? 


WHY DIDN'T you WHAT THE HELL? 
SAY THAT SOONER? THEY CAUGHT 


OKAY... | NEED NOW THE POLICE 
TO HAVE A LITTLE KNOW ABOLIT OUR EEEERRR... 
CHAT WITH DR. WORK ON THE SEA ¢ THIS IS GETTING 


Te WORSE AND WO 
FRANKEN ' € AND WORSE 


«11» NOW THIS PART 
IS COMPLEX AND DELICATE 
WORK, SO | NEED YOU TO 
BE VERY CAREFUL 


WELL, 
WE'VE GOT WHAT DO % 
A PROBLEM _ YOU WANT? DR. FRANKEN 


THE POLICE WILL 


SHOTARO AND 
PROBABLY BE ON 
THEIR WAY SOON, THE OTHERS FOUND 


! a OUR UNDERWATER 
AND THEN WE WON'T ~~ 
BE ABLE TO CON- =S \ : EXCAVATIONS 
TINUE DIGGING. = 


Easy B 
e 7" > 
: Jig HOW FAR 


ne 


‘ais ALONG ARE 
he: y YOU? 


IF WE CONTINUE TO 
WORK SO AGGRESSIVELY OH, THAT'S 
AT THE GRAVE YARD, I'M 
SURE IT WILL GET 
THE ATTENTION OF 
THE POLICE. 


THAT'S THE THING... 
IT'S STILL SIX MONTHS 
TIL COMPLETION 
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THERE'S MANY 
IF THE BAGUUM ORE SHARP SCIENTISTS 
HAS MORE ENERGY THAN IN JAPAN, AND I'M SURE 
URANIUM, THE POLICE WILL THAT IF THEY WERE TO 
BE DESPERATE TO FIND EXAMINE THE GRAVEYARD 
OUT WHO WE ARE AND AT THE BOTTOM OF THE 
WHAT WE'RE DOING. OCEAN, THEY WOULD FIND 
THAT THIS IS A VEIN 
OF A NEW ELEMENT. 


BUT EVEN IF WE STOP 
WORKING, THE POLICE 
WILL STILL BE ABLE 
TO IDENTIFY THE 
UNDERWATER 

BESIDES, | GRAVEYARD. 
WOULDN'T BE 
ABLE TO FINISH 
THIS ROBOT 


IF WE WORK OVERTIME NIGHT 
AND DAY FOR FIVE MORE DAYS, 
WE SHOULD BE ABLE TO GET 
THE NECESSARY AMOUNT OF 
BAGUUM TO POWER 
THE ROBOT 


VERY WELL... I'LL 
DO WHATEVER IT TAKES TO 
GET YOU WHAT IS NEEDED 
TO FINISH THIS ROBOT 


HMM... 

SHOTARO, YOU AND THE OTHERS 
WITNESSED SOME MYSTERIOUS 
FROGMEN WORKING IN THE 
UNDERWATER GRAVEYARD 


| THINK THAT'S WHY 
THE FROGMEN BLEW 
UP OUR SHIP AND WHY 
THEY WERE WAITING FOR 
US AT THE HARBOR 


Pe THEY MUST 
WE'LL HAVE FEEL THEY 
TO HAVE THE ARE COVERING UP 
POLICE CHECK SOMETHING VERY 
IMPORTANT IN ORDER 
TO DO THAT 


I'M SURE THERE MUST BE SOME ALL RIGHT, LET'S 


GREAT SECRET DR. FRANKEN GET THE POLICE IN 


LEFT THERE AT THE THERE AND DO A FULL- 
MADARA ROCKS. oF SCALE SWEEP 


ALL RIGHT! 

NOW | NEED | IMAGINE THOSE FROG- 
TO GO MEN ARE STILL AROUND. 
VISIT WITH SHOTARO, SO TAKE TETSUJIN 
WITH YOU JUST IN CASE 
WE RUN INTO THEM 
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SILENCER AND THEY'RE 
AIMING AT ME! 


TARGETING ME 


SOMEONE IN THAT 
GROUP OF CARS THAT'S 


THERE MUST BE 


THE WAY 
THINGS ARE GOING 
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I'LL TELL THE 
CHIEF TO NOT 
LEAVE HIS 


THERE'S A SUSPICIOUS 
PERSON PEEPING INTO 
THE CHIEF'S ROOM 


| WONDER 
WHAT HE'S 


HE'S WATCHING 
THE TIME. MAYBE 
HE'S WAITING 
FOR SOMEONE 


Orne 


= ane 


Rew ane 
Sy, wee 


Jee 


=~ - 
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be 


MOST LIKELY 
THOSE FROG- 
MEN FROM THE 
UNDERWATER 

GRAVEYARD 


YEAH, 
THE SHOOTER 
ESCAPED IN A 

HELICOPTER 


| THINK SOME- 
ONE JUST SHOT 
AT ME FROM 
OUTSIDE THE 
WINDOW! 


BUNCH OF 
HOLES IN 
MY BED! 


be, 
fi bE. ne 


THAT GRAVEYARD 
ON THE SEA FLOOR 


| WONDER WHAT'S 
DOWN THERE 


YEAH. | GOT OUT OF 
BED TO GET A DRINK OF 
WATER AND AS SOON AS 
| GOT UP THESE BULLETS 

CAME CRASHING IN 


GEEZE, | CAN'T 
EVEN SLEEP IN 
A HOSPITAL 


WELL 
I'M GLAD 
YOU'RE 
OKAY 


IF | HADN'T GONE 
TO GET A DRINK, 
'D BE PUSHING 
UP THE DAISIES 
RIGHT NOW 


IT MUST BE 
SOMETHING VER 
SPECIAL TO HAVE 

THEM PUTTING 


WE ARE DOING 
A THOROUGH 
SEARCH 


D 


SHOTARO, WHEN THE 
FROGMEN FIND OUT THAT 
WE'RE COMING, THEY'LL 
RUSH OUT IN A PANIC 
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THOSE GUYS 
SEEM PRETTY 
DESPERATE. I’M 
AFRAID THEY'LL 
TRY TO PULL 
SOMETHING ON 


WHOA! 
I'VE 
DETECTED 


TORPEDOES! 
THERE THEY 
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CRON st a 


J WE'RE IN 
OH MY GOD! ami TROUBLE! 
DO SOMETHING! ani 
THERE'S 
NOTHING WE 
CAN DO! 


~,° HARD TO 
——._ STARBOARD! 
—-— FULL SPEED 

ae (AHEAD! 


Hf ONLY TETSUJIN IT'S TOO LATE! 
a CAN DO THIS 


TETSUJIN! 
YOU'RE GOING TO 
HAVE TO CATCH 
THAT TORPEDO! 


TETSUJIN! PULL 
UP QUICK OR 
you'LL HIT 
THE SHIP! 


GOOD JOB 
TETSUJIN! 


J SCREWS*! 
| HEAR 

THE SOUND 

OF SCREWS 


BY TO DROP 
DEPTH 
CHARGES! 


WE'LL TAKE 
EM OUT ONE 
BY ONE 


POSITIONS: 

60 DEGREES, 
300 METERS, AND 
260 DEGREES, 600 

METERS. 


DISTANCE... 
GETTING CLOSER... 
150 METERS... 
100 METERS... 


IT'S NOT OVER YET. THERE 
MUST BE A SUBMARINE 
OUT THERE WITH MORE 

TORPEDOES 


CAPTAIN, 
THERE APPEARS 
TO BE TWO 
SUBMARINES 
IN THE WATER! 


FULL SPEED 
STARBOARD 


SHAPE UP! 
THERE'S STILL 
ANOTHER SUB 


ALL RIGHT 
KEEP GOING. 
FULL SPEED! 


THE SUB IS ON 

THE MOVE! 150 

DEGREES, 300 
METERS! 


LET'S GET 
TETSUJIN OUT 
THERE SHOTARO! 


CAPTAIN! THERE'S 
, MORE TORPEDOES 
APPROACHING! 


gi 
AY 
Wi 


UN 


BATTEN THE | Fc THERE'S A 
HATCHES! | ie , HOLE IN THE 
START ‘ PORT SIDE 


PUMPING «| SIR! 
(Os. WATER! te & 


ALL RIGHT! RE TH 
WE HAVE TO KILL ; THEY'RE 


THIS DAMN THING! S P CHARGES 
eee ; SO COCKY | RELOADED? 


200 DEGREES, THE LOCATION OF THE 
350 METERS... SUB IS 200 DEGREES, 
a 400 METERS 


&3 


200 
METERS 


ALMOST 
AT 50 
METERS! 


SHOTARO, WE DON'T ee 

KNOW IF THIS WILL WORK ALL ial 
SO HAVE TETSUJIN DROP EM! 
READY FOR ACTION! 
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IF WE DON’T 


DO SOMETHING 
WE'RE GONNA 
GET COBBERED! 


YEAH, 
PROBABLY SO 


PSS I'M GETTING 
NO SOUND 


CAPTAIN, THIER 
SHIP HAS 
STOPPED MOVING 


C 


CAPTAIN, I’M SURE 


THEY MUST BE LYING 


ON THE OCEAN 


INCREASE THE 
SENSITIVITY OF 
YOUR SONAR AND 
LISTEN TO THE 
OCEAN FLOOR 


BLT... 
IT'S HARD TO SIT 
STILL LIKE THIS 


ALL RIGHT, 
FULL STOP 


WE'LL STAY LIKE THIS 


UNTIL THEY GIVE UP 

AND LEAVE. AND IF 

THEY GO NEAR THE 
ROCKS WE'LL 
ATTACK AGAIN 


CAPTAIN THERE 
WAS A NOISE ON 
THE OCEAN 
FLOOR! 


nm ALL RIGHT, 
5» LET'S SEND DOWN 
TETSUJIN! 


CAPTAIN, 
I'M HEARING 
A STRANGE 


very NOISE! 
.& 
we a 


a 


IT SOUNDS 
LIKE ROCKETS 


DON’T MAKE A DAMN 
SOUND! THEY MUST 
BE LISTENING! 


S YEAH, IT’S 
STILL DOWN 


BUT IF WE MAKE 
A MOVE THAT SHIP 
WILL HEAR US 


IF SHOTARO'S 
ROBOT GETS ITS 
HANDS ON US, HE'LL 
TEAR THIS SUB 
TO PIECES 


~ 


OH SHIT 
irs 
TETSUJIN! 


CAPTAIN 
CAN WE USE 
THE RADIO 
JAMMING 
FLUID? 


bring up 
the jamming 
Fluid! 


CAPTAIN, HE'S 
GETTING CLOSER 


IF WE DON'T DO SOMETHING, 
THOSE ROCK ARE GOING TO 

FALL ON THE GRAVESTONES 
OR CRASH INTO THE SUB! 


IF TETSUJIN IS CONTROLLED 

THINK YOU'RE BY RADIO WAVES, MAYBE 

ONTO SOME- THE RADIO JAMMER WILL 
BLOCK THOSE SIGNALS 
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THE SOUND WAVES 
ARE STARTING TO 
GET MUFFLED 


'M SORRY BUT 
THAT FLUID IS 
DISTORTING THE 
RADIO WAVES 
ALL OVER THE 
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ON 


Ay b aoa < : 2 
iNy i fj j i ts x 
yt ay i te 
| NEED TO 
It STOP TETSUJIN 
¥ it FROM MOVING IN 


IT APPEARS THE SUB 
IS EMITTING A CLOUD 
OF SOME KIND OF 
JAMMING FLUID 


TETSUJIN WON'T 
BE ABLE TO REACT 
AS FAST WITHOUT 

A SOLID SIGNAL 
FROM THE 
CONTROLLER! 


> GA-GA-GAO 


IT SEEMS TO 
HAVE WORKED 
CAPTAIN! 
TETSUJIN 
IS GOING 


ALL RIGHT 
START THE 2 TETSUJIN 
ENGINE .. IS SPINNING OUT 
OF CONTROL ON 
THE OCEAN FLOOR! 


IT DOESN'T / THE SOUND 
MATTER. OF THE ENGINE 
| HAVE WILL BE DETECTED 
AN IDEA BY THE ENEMIES 
SONAR! 


THEY ARE COMING 
OUT OF HIDING 
TO RUN AWAY 


ENGINE SOUND 
GETTING QUIETER 
AND QUIETER! 
THEY MUST BE 
MOVING 


HEH HEH HEH | THINK THEY'RE 
THEY'RE FALLING HEADED FOR 
FOR MY TRICK 4 THE ROCKS 


OKAY, NOW 
TURN THE 
ENGINE DOWN 
A LITTLE 


LET'S MOVE 
FORWARD! 


ALL RIGHT! 
LET'S ATTACK 
THAT SHIP! 


HA HA HA! 
HERE WE GO. 
READY TO TAKE 
OUR SHOT! 
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TO BE CONTINUED IN BLACK OX VOLUME 2 
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' (BLACK OX VOLUME 1 


@) APPEARED IN “SHONEN" 
as JANUARY - APRIL, 1960 


HALF OF THE "ARTIFICIAL MAN VOLUME" HAS BEEN HEAVILY EDITED, SO THE FIRST PART OF THE 
STORY ARE REDRAWN, IT'S REWRITTEN SO THE INDERSEA GRAVEYARD WHERE THE SECRETS 

OF DR. FRANKEN ARE HIDDEN, WERE DISCOVERED WHILE INVESTIGATING THE EXPLOSION SITE OF 
DR. FRANKEN'S LABORATORY. 


BLACK OX |S ONE OF THE MOST POPLILAR ROBOTS OF ALL TIME, AND HAS A NEW WEAPON THAT 
EMITS DISRUPTING RADIO WAVES THAT NEUTRALIZE TETSUIIN'S CONTROL. THIS IS ALSO 
FORESHADOWED AT THE END OF THIS VOLUME. IT'S ALSO WORTH NOTING THAT DR. FRANKEN'S 
DEVELOPMENT OF THE "THINKING ROBOT" IS PRETTY MUCH A STAND-ALONE OPERATION, BLIT IT'S 
INTERESTING TO SEE HOW HE'S BROLIGHT IT TO THE FOREFRONT. IT SEEMS THAT "THINKING 
ROBOTS" ARE NO PROBLEM FOR THE DOCTOR, BLT IT IS DIFFICULT RESEARCH, AND SO IN 

THIS VOLUME, BLACK OX (THE KEY ELEMENT) DOES NOT EVEN APPEAR. 


DR. FRANKEN SAYS, 

"IT WORKS BEST IF YOU TAKE WHAT YOU SEE WITH YOUR EYES AND PASS IT ON TO YOUR BRAIN, 
WHICH IN TURN PASSES IT ON TO YOUR WHOLE BOPY, CAUSING YOUR BODY TO MOVE." THIS IS AN 
ACCURATE AND EASY WAY TO DESCRIBE A ROBOT SYSTEM THAT THINKS AND ACTS LIKE A HUMAN 
BEING, 


INSTEAD OF BLACK OX, THE MAIN STORYLINE IS THE BATTLE BETWEEN SHOTARO AND THE 
BLACK-MASKED FROGMEN OVER A MYSTERIOUS ENERGY SLIBSTANCE CALLED "BAGULIM". THIS Is 
THE FIRST TIME BAGLIUM IS MENTIONED AND FOR THIS REASON, IT IS OFTEN REFERRED TO AS 
THE "MADARA ROCK MONSTER VOLUME". 


EXCEPT FOR THE FIRST PART OF THE STORY, WHICH WAS EDITED FROM BG TO BS SIZE, THERE 

WERE FEW MAJOR DELETIONS OR REDRAWING, IT MLIST HAVE BEEN DIFFICLILT TO EDIT BECALISE 

THE CONTENT WAS SO COHERENT FROM THE TIME OF THE SERIALIZATION. THIS IS PROBABLY THE 
REASON FOR THE IRREGULAR STRUCTURE OF THE STORY, WHICH CONSISTS OF THE FIRST AND 

SECOND VOLUMES OF THE BOOK PLUS THE FINAL PART, INSTEAD OF THE CONVENTIONAL STYLE 

OF AN &-PART STORY OR TWO VOLUMES. IN OTHER WORDS, IT WAS A VERY SLIBSTANTIAL 

EDITORIAL WORK. -HARUYUKI NAKANO CMANGA RESEARCHER) | 96] 


